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Acts IV. Ver. xxxii 
The multitude of them that believed, 


were of one beart, and of one foul: 


neither ſaid any of them, that ought 
of the ing: which be poſed, Das 
all 


bis own, but they bad all things 
comma. 1 


WY OTH che Seaſon and the Occaſion 
ry of the preſent Aﬀembly led me to the 


choice of this Subject. Tis that 


Seaſon in which we commemorate the Effufion 


of the divine Spirit upon the Apoſtles of our 


Lord, and the firſt Converts to Chriſtianicy, 


with the mighty influence thereof on the 
tempers and the manners of Chriſtians at that 
time. And the ſpecial Occaſion of our meet- 
ing here feems to me to prefent us with as 
fair a reſemblance of the temper and the man- 


ners of thoſe Chriſtians, as ever has been feen 


from that time to this. = 
If Unanimity and Concord, both in di- 


vine 1 and in carrying on deſigns for 
8 


the glory of God and the good of our fel- 
low- creatures; if Enlargedneſs of heart to- 
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Unanimity and Charity, 


wards men, particularly towards our Chri- 
ſtian Brethren, with reſpe& to their various 
neceſſities; if theſe were the Characters of 
Chriſtians in the days of the Apoſtles; ſee here 
the very ſame Characters charly ſegible to 
all Spectators: an Aſſembly of Chriſtians, 
who have been lately celebrating the memory 
of the deſcent of the holy Ghoſt from Heaven, 
here mer together, as influenc d by the ſame 
divine Spirit, with one accord worſhiping the 
God and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
ſome cheerfully imparting, others thankfully 
partaking both of ſpiritual and temporal 
good things, for the benefit of the whole 
But to return to the Words themſelves, 
the Occaſion whereof was chis. The Apo- 
Ver. 7. ſtles St. Peter and St. John: having been con- 
ven' d before the Sanbedrim, to give an account 
of a Miracle viſibly wrought. upon an impo- 
tent man, were threaten d, and ſolemnly 
charged to preach to the people no more in 
the Name of Jeſus, and ſo were diſmiſs d. 
When they came to their own company, they re- 
ported what had paſs d; upon which the whole 
Aſſembly made their appeal to Almighty God 
Ver. 31. by a ſolemn Prayer, whereupon the place was 
ſhaken "where they were aſſembled together, and 
they were all filled with the hoh Ghoſt, (juſt as 
© to aj top. *- 2 5 before 
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— on the. day of Pentecoſt; ) and the eſ- 
fect of this was, firſt, that oy pale the word 
of God with boldneſs, and then according tothe 
| words of my Text, that the Multitude of them Ver. 32. 
that believed were of + one heart, and of one ſoul: | 
neither {aid any of them, that ought of the things 
which he poſſe fed, was bis own, but they had all 
things Comn«on. 

The Mechod which | propoſe in trexcing | 
on this Subject is this; 


I. To obſerve the two great Characters of 
the whole Body of Chriſtians at that time, 
8 thoſe of Unanimity and Charity. 

II. To enquire in what manner and de- 24 
gree Chriſtians in every age ought to reſemble = | 


them in theſe Characters. 
III. To propoſe the inſtance now before us, 


as yielding à fair Specimen of the ſame temper 
which appear d to be in the Chriſtians of thoſe 
days, and a od reſemblance of their Pra- 


Qice, e 
IV. To "JEET WP" * "Es Ei 


and Advice, as may be proper with reſpect to 
the preſent Occaſion, 


I begin with the firſt, vic: 5 
I. To obſerve the two great Characters of 


the whole Body of Chriſtians at that time, 
Viz; thoſe of 9 and „ As 
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Unanimity and Charity, 


— . 


Multitude of them that believed were of one heart, 
and of one ſoul, by which three chings ſeem to be 
implied; à Concord in Judgment; an Agree- 
ment in divine Worſhip; and a joining toge- 


ther in promoting the ſame great and good 


deſign, namely the honouring of God by pro- 
pagating the Goſpel of his Son. 

The Enemy had not yet ſown the Seeds of 
Contention and Diviſion amongſt them. The 
Spirit of Peace and Concord did ſo powerfully 
influence their Souls, that it was in vain for 


him then to attempt it. They were all per- 


fectly agreed in the great fundamental Articles 


of the chriſtian Faith as taught by the Apo- 


FE | files; and they were not ſo weak as to con- 


tend about matters of ſmaller moment. They 


join d yet with the reſt of their Countreymen 


in worſhiping the true God in the Temple, 


in hopes char chey might by degrees bring | 
them over to join with them in the chriſtian 


Worſhip, which, after the Temple-Service 


| was over, they withdrew to perform devout- 


ly and unanimoufly amongſt themſelves. 


And the one great deſign which they all 


carried on with much diligence and zeal was 
the ſpreading abroad the Doctrine of the 
Goſpel, and perſuading others to embrace it, 
as they had done. 5 


As to the former, it is thus expreſs d, The 


Tis 1 
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Tris true, that Contentions and Diviſions 
too ſoon aroſe in the Church. There ſprang 
up falſe Teachers, who made it their buf 
neſs to divide the Members of Chriſt's Body, 
and foraſmuch as it was afterwards made up 
of two very differing forts of people, Jews 
and Gentiles, they found many pfaulbie pre- 
tences for making differences amongſt them. 
But, as my Text fets before us the ſtare of 
Chriſtianity as purely primitive, ſo during 
the lives of the Apoſtles and their immediate 
Diſciples and Followers, all that were worthy 
of the Name of Chriſtians did in a remark- 
ble manner maintain this primitive Character 
of Unanimity. 5 =» 
And then as to their Charity, as that word 
peculiarly denotesa communicative and libe- 
ral Diſpofition, my Text thus expreſſes it; New 
ther ſaid am of them, that onght of the things 
which be poſſefſed was his own, but they had all 
things common. And again in the following 
Verſes, Great grace was upon them all; or, as ſome ver. 35 
render thoſe Words agreeably to the Syriac 
Tranflation, Great Charity or Liberality was 4- 
mong them all; according to what is added 
immediately after, Neither was there any among 34. ” 
them that lache; for as mam as, were Po or of J 
Lob er Houſes fell them, nd  broagt , t 
pices of the things that were lil, and. id: 


them. 
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1 them down at the Apoſtles feet; and diſtribution 


was made unto every Man according as be had 
need. 3 Ys 


This particular Method of exerciſing their 


i Charity was indeed peculiar to the Church of 


Jeruſalem, and at that Seaſon only; for which 
very good reaſons have been aſſigned. The 
Jews who embraced Chriſtianity did, accord- 
ing to our Saviour's Prediction, certainly 
expect the ſudden Deſtruction of their City, 
and the Deſolation df their Countrey, (which 
accordingly did come to pals, | before, that 
Generation paſſed away z) and therefore they 
readily parted with: their earthly Poſſeſſions, 
in order to the making to ans ee 
and the laying up for themſelves Treaſures 
in Heayen, And this eſpecially when the 
preſſing neceſſities of the Church required 
it, when a large contribution was neceſſary 
towards the carrying on the great Work in 
which the Apoſtles were engaged, and the 
ſupply ing the Wants of their Chriſtian Brethren 


x 


„And perhaps this might be moreover de- 
gad to mark out che moſt perfect way of 
living in this World, wherein men ſhould be 


den a void of all Kfſhneſs ane garen 


d e ee e eee for all, one 
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live upon one common Stock, which ſhould 
be equally employed, as occaſion ſhould be, 
for the good of every member of the Body. 
But however that may. be, thus their Cha- 
rity is here deſcribed, which may ſuffice to be 
ſpoken to the firſt general Head which I pro- 
poſed from the Words. I proceed to the Se- 


cond, namely, ; 


II. To enquire in what manner and degree 
Chriſtians in every age ought to reſemble 


'Y thoſe firſt Chriſtians in the Characters which 
1 I have mention d. as PE ; 
= There can be no doubt, but that the nearer 


we come to the primitive pattern, the better 
Chriſtians we are, what our bleſſed Saviour 

and his Apoſtles did being deſign d as an 
inſtructive and obliging Example to the 

Church in all ages, whereſoever circumſtances 

are the fame. REES Mg 

As to Unanimity, it is remarkable, that 

when our Saviour pray d that his Apoſtles 

might live in Unity, he immediately extended 

this Petition for thoſe alſo who ſhould believe in joh. 172 
him through their word, and by conſequence for 20, 21. 
all thoſe which ſhould in future times believe 
in and profeſs his Name; thus emphatically 
expreſſing himſelf to his heavenly Father, That 

they all may be one, 5 ha Father, am in oo 
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Unanimity and Charity. 


5 A in thee, that they alſo 1 may ze one in As, chat 
the World may believe that thou haſt ſent me, 


And this Prayer hath been heard with reſpect. 


to the Spiritual Union of all the genuine and 
faithful Members of Chriſts Body; although 
through the Wiles of the Devil, and the weak- 


neſs and perverſeneſs of men, ch external U- 


Rom. 
T5- 5, 6 


10. 


nion and Communion of the Profeſſors of 
Chriſtianity have been long ſince and ſill 
are miſerably broken. 

There is nothing which the Apoſtles "WE. 
more heartily and frequently upon the Chri- 
ſtians to whom they wrote, than their being lile- 
minded one towards another according to Chriſt 7e- 
"ſus ; their glorifying God; even the Father of our 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt, with one mind and one mouth; 


1 Cor. 1. that they ſhould all ſpeak, the ſame thing, that 


there ſhould be no diviſions among them, but that ; 


they ſhould be perſeftly join d together in the ſame 


Eph. 4. 
- 


mind and in the ſame Judgment ; and finally, 
that they ſhould endeavour to keep. the Unity of 
the Spirit in the bond of Peace. And indeed the na- 
ture of the Chriſtian Body, the ſeveral ligaments 


: wherewith the members of it are bound one to 


fr 8 another, require that they ſhould preſerve the 


ſtricteſt Union with each other that is poſſible. 


Ver. 4, So the Apoſtle reaſons; There is one Body, and. 


4. 6. 


one Spirit, even as ye are called in one bope of 


Dour calling 3 one Lord, wow Faith, one Baptijm, 


MY . E one 


i 
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_- God and Father of all, who is above all, and ; 
through all, and in you all. It neceſſarily fol- 
| lows from hence, that all Chriſtians ſhould 


ſteadfaſtly adhere to the great and fundamen- 
tal doctrines of the chriſtian Faith, compriſed 
in that form of ſound words, which has 
been from the beginning the Symbol of Chri- 
Rianity, and that they ſhould bear with one 
another in their differences about matters of 
| leſs importance; that they ſhould be ready to 
join with each other in all the Offices of 
_ chriſtian Worſhip in every part of the World, 


vhereſoever their lot ſhall be caſt; and that 
One Heart and Soul en- : 


they ſhould all with o ] 1 
deavour to promote the intereſt of the whole 
body, and to advance the glory of God, by 
propagating the belief and practice of Chriſti- 


be with Chriſtians, when it ſhall pleaſe God 
again to pour out on his catholick Church 


the Spirit of primitive Chriſtianity; when he * e, 


ſhall have rooted out of it all Idolatry, Su- 
perſtition and Tyranny, together with that ſe- 
cular, worldly. Spirit that has ſo greatly pre- 
vail'd among Chriſtians; when finally he 


ſhall encline the hearts both of the Governours 


and the private Members of the chriſtian Body 
throughout the World, to reduce the chriſtian 
Faith and Worſhip to its primitive Simplicity 


anity throughout the World. And thus it will 


and Integrity, and to lay the ſtreſs of Religion 
5 ns 7 WE 


more 


Unanimity and Charity, ; 


more upon Practice than upon Profeſſion. 


This is, in the mean time, what every ſin- 


cere and good Chriſtian ſhould aim at, in 


imitation of the Pattern in my Text. 


As to the other Character, of Charity, 1 
have already obſery d, that the manner, in 
which the Chriſtians of Jeruſalem exercis d it, 
was peculiar to them, and to the particular 
time in which they lived, and conſequently 
is not propos d as an Example to be ſtrictly 
followed in every age and place. It hath 
pleas d God by his Providence to order, that 
there ſhould be ſeveral ranks and conditions 
of men in the world; and Chriſtianity doth + 
not alter the caſe, unleSin ſuch inſtances; 
where the circumſtances of Chriſtians proving 
like theirs who then dwelt at Jeruſalem, ſhould 
require a like practice. But how far their 


Charity ought to be an Example to Chriſtians 


in general, is ſufficiently intimated in thoſe 
other Expreſſions in this Chapter, which I have 


already cited, viz, where it is ſaid that there 
4 34 was not any among them that lacked, and again, 


3 


that diſtribution was made unto every, man accord- 

ing as be had need. Thus far chriſtian Charity 
ought to be extended in all places, and at all 
times, as far as it is within our power. *Tis 
indeed what humane Nature, as well as our 


ug 


' chriſtian Profeſſion, obliges us to, tho the 


ey 
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obligations ariſing? from the latter are yet 
ſtronger than thoſe from the former. 
The bountiful Creator of all hath not 


been wanting to any of his Creatures. The Plalm 


eyes of all wait upon him, and he giveth them their 
meat in due ſeaſon. He openeth his hand, and 
ſatisfieth the deſire of every living thing. He hath 
made a plentiful proviſion for all Men: and 


if by his Providence his gifts are, variouſly 


diſtributed, to ſome a larger, to ſome a ſmal- 


or luxuriouſly, whilſt others want the necef- 
ſaries of life; but that all the members of the 
great body of mankind might be ufeful one 
to another, that the abundance of ſome might 


16, 


ler ſhare, tis not, that ſome might live K 


ſupply the wants of others; that the wealthy 


might exerciſe their bounty and charity, and 
the poor their contentedneſs, their faith and 
truſt in God, that both the one and the other 


might bleſs God for the good 1 they all 


enjoy d, and that they might all of them glo- 


rifie and ſerve. him in the faithful diſcharge of 


the duties of their reſpective ſtations and fun- 
ctions: Thoſe who abound in the good 


things of this. life are always to conſider them- 


ſelves as the Stewards of Almighty God, to dif- 


pence his gifts to the indigent, and to remem- 
ber that they mult give a ſtrict account of the 


management of this cheir Stewardſhip. They 


145. If, 


4 * 
— —y— * OTE YE, ISS 3 3 


Unanimity and Charity, 


muſt make their poor Brethren partakers of 
their overplus, and muſt proportion this 
their Charity to the wants of all that are 
within their reach, every one contributing 
his ſhare to the common Stock for the relief 
and ſupply of every one that ſtands in need. 
All this is ſo perfectly agreeable to the dictates 
of Reaſon, and the Precepts of Chriſtianity 
diſpersd throughout the new Teſtament, 
that I need not inſiſt on the proof ofit. 
Only let me add under this head, that, as 
this is the loweſt proportion of chriſtian Cha- 
rity, to take care that none among us do lack, 
and that diſtribution be made to every Man ac- 
cording as be has need, ſo it well becomes a 
good Chriſtian,' from a ſenfe of the divine 
Goodneſs and Mercy thro' Jeſus Chriſt, and 
the Obligations laid upon him by the Goſpel 
of our Saviour, and in hope of that great 
reward which our Saviour hath promis d, ill 
more and more, in proportion to the plenty 
with which God hath bleſſed him, to enlarge 
his liberality, and to become a more gene- 


! 5 rous Benefactor to his chriſtian Brethren; | 
| not only to ſupply their abſolute neceſſities, 
f but to increaſe the comforts of their lives, 
„ rendring them as eaſy as may be in this State 
| of Life 5. and eſpecially they are obliged to 
RE provide for their ſpiritual wants, as well as 

. ee . 5 | their 
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their temporal, and to take care that ſufficient, 
nay plentiful means be allowed them for the 
" inſtructing and improving their minds, and 

; the. ; directing and regulating their manners, 


and the rendring them as wiſe and as good as 


is poſſible. This cannot be doubted by any 


one who knows, as every Chriſtian doth, that 


the Soul is infinitely more valuable than the 
Body, and the concernments of a future life 


infinitely more conſiderable than thoſe of 


this preſent life. But this leads me to the next 
general head v ikke): 71 290 EOth 


III. To propoſe to you the Inſtance now 


before us, as a fair Specimen, a goodly Re- 


ſemblance of the Temper and Practice which 


my Text mentions, Ft 5 


Behold therefore ! between three and four 


thouſand Children of both Sexes, and theſe 


either Orphans, or deſcended from Parents, 
who by reaſon of the Straitneſs of their cir- 


cumſtances were not able to give them ſuch 


an Education as might be for their preſent im- 


provement and their future comfort; behold 
them, I ſay, provided for both with reſpect 
to their temporal and their Spiritual neceſſi- 
ties ; reſcued from ignorance and idleneſs, and 
as the conſequence thereof, from vice and wick- 


—— —ꝛů— 


edneſs; moſt of them cloathed, and all of 
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them inſtructed. in order to their getting a 
comfortable ſubſiſtence in this World, and | 


ſecuring a well-being in the next; taught to 


read, and write, and work; inured to diligence 


and induſtry; educated in the fear of almigh- 
ty God; taught the Principles of true Reli- 
gion, and the way of worſhiping God accord- 


ing to the Inſtitution of our Redeemer; ex- 


erciſed in praying to God, and ſinging 
Praiſes to his holy Name, and bearing their 
part with decency and reverence in the pub- 


lick Aſſemblies of Chriſtians: and all this done 


by Perſons no way related to them, but as 
reaſonable Creatures and Chriſtians ; not by 
compulſion of any Law, but by a free and 
voluntary contribution; not moved thereunto 
by ſolicitation and importunity from without, 
bur by an inward inclination and defire to do 


good ; nay yet farther, by perſons of differing 


perſwaſions with reſpe& to ſome of the exter- 


nals of Religion, but all agreeing in the-funda- 
mentals and eſlentials of Chriſtianity, in the 
weighty matters of the Law, in loving God 
and our neighbour, and unanimouſly promot- 
ing the great Intereſt of our common chri- 
ba Raebhoo. vx 54 
Conſider. this whole Aſſembly as met toge- 
ther, I cruſt, with unity of heart and Soul, to 
render our deyotions to almighty God in. the 


- 


have thrown off the very Badges of Chriſtia- 
| TEN 2 % | 1 
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Name of his Son Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, to 


give him thanks for his Grace beſtowed upon 


good | work which is before us: Doth not 
this look very like one of the Aſſemblies of 


us, and to beſeech him to bleſs and proſper the 


Chriſtians in the Apoſtles days, where no- 


thing appear d but plain ſimple Chriſtianity, | 
Piety towards God, and good-will towards 
men, praiſing God with gladneſs and ſingleneſs of 


heart, and exerciſing Charity towards all our Bre- 


thren, where all ſelfiſhneſs and narrowneſs of 
Spirit ſeem to be diſcarded, all diyiſions and 
diſtinctions laid aſide, all endeavouring to ap- 


of his Son Jeſus, and followers of the Apo- 
ſtles and firſt Chriſtians > May it not be juſt- 


ly ſaid in this caſe, as it was in my Text, 


that the Multitude of thoſe that believe among 


prove themſelves children of God, diſciples | 


us, are of one heart and of one ſoul; and that 


none of us ſays, that ought of the things which he 


poſſeſſes is abſolutely his own, but that we have 


cording as he has need? W 

I am ſure we have in this inftance, a much 
fairer reſemblance of the ſtate of the Primitive 
Church, than that which is given us by that 


. * 


deluded and wretched Sect, who, tho they 
. 


all things ſo far common, as that none among us 
do lack, but diſtribntion is made to every one ac- 


2 atites 
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nity, and allegoriz d away the very letter of 
the Goſpel, yet pretend to a peculiar de- 
gree of Inſpiration, and under that pretence 
robably have pitch d upon this very Seaſon 
Nr their anniverſary general Aſſembly. _ 
But to proceed: This was in thoſe primitive 
Chriftians the Effect of the divine Spirit de- 
ſcending upon them. And what reaſon can 
there be to queſtion, whether the ſame temper 


and practice do now proceed from the ſame 


39. 


Spirit? The promiſe, viz. of the gift of the holy Ghoſt, 
was, as St. Peter declates, to them and to their 
children, and to all that were afar off, even as many 
as the Lord our God ſhould call, and certainly that 
Spirit is to be known by its fruits. Now we 
are fure that godly love and peace, chriſtian 


unanimity and charity, are eminent Effects 


and Fruits of the divine Spirit. God is the 
God of peace and love, and whereloever 
his Spirit prevaileth among men, their Souls 
are fill'd with theſe heavenly Qualities. Con- 


tention and diviſion are the works of the Devil, 


and carry in them the expreſs Characters of 
that evil Spirit. But the Spirit of Chrift, who 
came to deſtroy the works of the Devil, is a 
calm and benign, a gentle and a loving Spi- 


rit, infuſing Concord and Charity, into all 


thoſe Minds in which it is admitted to take up 


its reſidence. Bleſſed be almighty God who 


* hath 
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this time. | „ 
And why may we not from hence be led to 
hope, that theſe may be the happy beginnings 


of the advancement of the Kingdom of God and 


Chriſt upon Earth? The progreſs of Chriſti- 
anity at the firſt was not more certainly ow- 
ing to the mighty Works which were wrought 
by the Apoſtles, thro the power of the holy 
Ghoſt deſcending upon them, than to the o- 
ther admirable fruits of the ſame Spirit, par- 


ticularly that excellent Temper and Practice 


which it produced in the firſt Converts. 


We have indeed at this time a loud and juſt 


complaint of the abounding of infidelity and 


iniquity among us: but there is alſo, thanks 


be to God, another and a better Spirit mov- 
ing vigorouſly at the ſame time, to the great 
ſatisfaction and pleaſure of all good Chriſtians. 


I might here reckon up ſeveral excellent de- 


ſigns which have been ſet on foot of late years, 
begun by ſeveral pious and ſerious Perſons 
forming themſelves into Societies for the mu- 
tual aſſiſtance of each other, carried on with 
great zeal and diligence, and I believe with 
much purity of Intention, and I may. add 


with as few Errors or Faults as could be ex- 
= — 2 * 2b, : o 7 
pected where ſo many perſons are concern d. 


Such for Inſtance have been the Attempts 
1 8 * | made 


hath poured out ſuch a Spirit upon us at 


* 
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for the educating the children ofthe poor. 


foreign parts, by ſending Minifters an 


made for Reformation of manners; which 


have not been without a conſiderable Effect, the 
removing many Occaſions of, and Temptations 
to vice and wickedneſs, the reclaiming ſome, 


and the reſtraining many more, and e 


the prevailing with Authority to prevent thoſe 
publick Rendezvous of Impiety and Lewd- 


neſs, which had been too long permitted, 
to the ſcandal of this and the neighbouring 


City. . | 
Such again have been the Endeayours ufed 


for promoting chriſtian Knowledge and Piety 
throughout the whole Kingdom, by diſper- 
ſing plain and uſeful Books amongſt the com- 
mon people, by providing parochial Libraries 


for the poorer Clergy, (a deſign encouraged by 
a late Act of Parliament) and eſpecially 


fetting up and encouraging Charity-Schoo 


To theſe are to be added, that truly chri- 
ſtian deſign of propagating the Goſpel in 
I good 

Books amongſt our Plantations, to which pur- 
poſe a Corporation has been eftabliſh'd by Roy- 


al Charter; as alſo the erecting another Cor- 


poration, by the ſingular Piety and Goodneſs 


of her preſent Majeſty, for the relief of the 


poor Clergy, to whom ſhe hath freely parted 
with what was by Law inveſted in her, to 


enable 
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enable and encourage the Miniſters of the 
Eſtabliſſd Church to attend their great 
work chearfully and without diſtraction. 
God hath indeed, over and above all that 
I have already mention d, given us ſingular 
Pledges of his favour towards us; particular- 
ly in making this Kingdom a place of Refuge 


for ſomany thouſand diſtreſſed Perſons and Fa- 


milies, eſpecially Proteſtants who have ſuf- 
ferd perſecution in their own Countries, or 
been forced out of them for their Profeſſion, 
and have fled hither to partake of our Pro- 
tection and Charity; a Blefſedneſs in our Savi- 


ours account, more conſiderable to the Giver 


than to the Receiver. 


Moreover, in recollecting the ſpecial fa- 
vours of God towards us, we ought not to 
forget thoſe, of his raiſing upa Deliverer for us, I 


mean our late King of glorious Memory, in 
the day of our danger; of his preſerving us 
In peace amongſt our ſelves, whilſt we have 


been engaged in a tedious and dangerous 


War with foreign Enemies; of his giving us 


many eminent deliverances at home, as well 


as ſucceſſes abroad, and at preſent a good 
hope and proſpect of ſeeing our great —_ 
laſ 


7 
the common Oppreſſor, humbled, and a laſt- 
ing peace ſettled; (to which tis to be hoped 
the fervent and joint Prayers of this Con- 

. . gregation 
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ſeveral abilities. 


ocegation may greatly conduce;) and 


finally of his placing upon the Throne at this 
time ſo Eminent an Example of Piety and 


Virtue, under whoſe Government, and by 
whoſe Encouragement, we have ground to 
hope for a ſucceſsful Progreſs of all thoſe good 

deſigns which have been undertaken amongſt 
us: For all which Bleſſings as we have great 
reaſon to magnify the goodneſs of God, fo. 
we ſhould be encouraged thereby to place our 


hope and truſt in him, and to proceed chear- 
fully and vigorouſly in the good works in 


which we are engaged; which leads me to what 


. 1 propos d in the laſt place, vi. 


IV. To conclude this Diſcourſe with ſuch 
Exhortation and Advice as may be ſuitable to 


the preſent Occaſion. 


I. Let me therefore in the firf place ex- 


hort thoſe, who are not yet engaged in this 


good work, to conſider the uſefulneſs of it, 
and to ſtudy to promote it according to their 
I mean not, by recommending this one 
Inſtance of Charity, to divert you from any 
other proper methods of exerciſing the 
lame Virtue, * tho amongſt all others I 
. e n 


De Charadters of Chriſtians. 
know not any one more neceſſary or uſeful 
chan: dis. 379 *3* 25: OA 
he general Rule of our Charity is that 
which I have inſiſted upon, to take care that 
none among us ſhould want any thing that 
is neceſſary, or truly expedient for Soul or 
Body. The Objects before us are ſuch, as 
would ſuffer extream want in both theſe re- 
- ſpects, without charitable aſſiſtance. A good 
3 Education is, next to the grace of God in 
J]eſus Chriſt, the choiceſt Bleſſing which men 
3 partake of in this life. Tis that which cal- 
tivates our natural Endowments, rectifies the 
corrupt propenſions of Nature, and for the moſt 
part lays the foundation of all future Virtue 
and Happineſs. The innocent and tender 
age of Children demands our eſpecial care. 
Our bleſſed Lord and Maſter, when his Diſ- 
ciples thought them not worthy of his con- 
cern, expreſt a very tender regard towards 
them, repreſenting them as Patterns to all 
thoſe who deſired to enter into the Kingdom 
of Heaven. And as the children ef the poor 
ſtand in need of our aſſiſtance, ſo they are 
as capable of a good Education, I mean ſuch 
as may render them virtuous. and uſeful, as 
thoſe of the rich; inſomuch that many of 
that ſort have attain d the higheſt Improve- 
ments, and have been in ſeveral Stations, 
: ſome 
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ſome of the moſt uſeful Perſons in the King- 
dom. And as they are the ſpecial Objects 
of his care who patronizeth and provideth 
for the Fartherleſs and Widow, the diſtreſſed 


and deſtitute of all. ſorts; ſo thoſe who pro- 


feſs themſelves to be the Children of this hea- 


venly Father, ought to ſhew a ſpecial concern 
for them. Wie are ſure, that their Souls are 
as precious in the ſight of God, as the Souls 
of the wealthieſt or greateſt Perſons in the 
world; they are equally the purchaſe of 


our Redeemer, and a . capable of the 
Grace and the Happineſs which he hath pro- 


cured for mankind, 


Ineed not recommend to you the Method 
in which children are educated in theſe 


Schools; tis evidently that which directly 
tends to che qualifying them for living com- 


fortably and uſefully in this World, and hap- 


pily in the World to come. Tis the prepa- 
ring them firſt to be good Servants, and 
many of them, tis to be hop d, in time as 
good Maſters and Miſtreſſes; and by conſe- 
quence tis the doing good not only to the 
preſent Generation, 5 

ture, by laying a foundation for piety and vir- 
tue, for honeſty and induſtry in the ages to 


come; it bring a reaſonable expectation, that 


many of thoſe who are thus educated, will 
: | | not, 


ut to thoſe that are fu- 
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not ot only p rove uſeful Members of our Kirig- 
dom . our Church themſelves, but will 
moreover think themſelves under a peculiar 
obligation to propagate- chriſtian e 
and Virtue to their Poſterity, . 
This therefore muſt needs be necounet 


one of thoſe good Works, which are accep- _ 


table to God, and approv'd of Men, and 
which will yield great ſatis faction and pleaſure 
to them that are exerciſedin it. It will do ſo 


at the preſent, every Act of Beneficence and 


Charity being extremely grateful to the mind 


of a good man, and it will do ſo yet more, 
when they ſhall ſee the work proſper in their 


hands, when they ſhall behold many of thoſe, 


whom they. have thus charitably taken cars 
of, growing up and thriving like plants of 


cheir own ſetting, ſpreading their b des and 
bringing forth variety of good Fruits. 


But I will ſay no more on this Head, 3 


doubting but that the pleaſing ſight of this 
beautiful Aſſembly will of it ſelf werfully 


excite the Hearts of thoſe who behold it. 


Let me only add, that there is ſtill room for 


the enlarging our preſent Charity, even where a 
ſufficient number of Schools may be already ſer 
up,by, proceeding; in what has W e 
gun, I mean in placing out to Apprenticeſhips 


Ms, Services in honeſt and ſober families, ſuch 
nA IE 5 5 | D | wo chil- 


ae; and Cha _ 
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- Poa upon his 


are cd: to be the likelieſt Mee 5 
ing them prove a Bleſſing to the Families into 


dane Ale wie ar already e 


beginnings: ſo. great an incteaſe nd impro 
ment has been made, and that in*ſ6' ſhores 


{tibed, 
ſtianity, che ſame which inſpires 


1 both Sexes as have been lch 


ducated. As, it will be aconſidetrable inſtartce 


of Charity both in thoſe that place gut, and 
in thoſe that receive ſuch children into their 


Families; ſo I take the way in which they 


— for = 


which they are receiv'd. But, ; 
2. Let me add à word of Exhdlttrion' to 


ngaged in the 


good work before us, and that js, that you 


would perſevere. n wins refoluti6ti and Con- 
Rancy, 3: 0 "#41 9b 1 21 ECG 21 In 300 8 13 


' You have very great Encouragkmient to this 
purpoſe, when you conſider from what mall 


ſpace of time. This we: may 1 coh- 


clude.is the hand of God, roceeds from 


his: Bleſſing upon your! piguL' and "charirable 
undertaki . him the Praiſe is to be a- 
— hath not only infuled into ſo 

many Minds the true ancient Spirit of Chri- 
ed the Apoffles 

and firſt Chriſtians, but Hach alſo given ſo 
great ſucceſs to your Endeavours.”” Auch We 
ought to małe it our fervent Prayer tb. Gd, 
that he. will ſtill G or mot bf the! ire 


— — — — — — 
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making the members of it every where fruirful 6 
in all. good works. 

But here, my Brethren, give me leave ſe 
rioufly to adviſe you, not as jealous leſt you 
ghould do otherwiſe; but as ſenfible- of the 
| weakneſs of humane nature, and as conſider- 


ing the ſubtilty of our ſpitiual Adverſary, 


4 who will not fail to uſe his utmoſt endea- 


vours to blaſt all ſuch excellent deſię igns as 
this 3 let me therefore, I ay, adviſe you to 
carry on this chatitable work always, 'as you 
| have begun, with great Humility, and with 
8 * Unanimity) . 

Let your Humility always manifeſt it if 

in aſcribing the praiſe and glory of all the 
. you do, and all the ſucceſs you have to 
God alone, who hath. vouchſafed to make 
you . his. Inftroments for the benefit of your 
poor Brethren; ſaying, according to our | 
bleſſed Saviour's Admonition, When we have Luk. 17. 
done all, we are unprofitable Servants ; we have 10. 
done that which was our duty to do. Let ir be 
farther manifeſted in all dutiful regard and de- 
lerence to your Superiours both in Church and 
State, and in a readineſs to comply with all 
directions given by them; nay even to heark- 
oc to any * advice, by who loever | 
ny 185 TOY, for the prudent and ſuc- 
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: | ſucceſsful management of the buſineſs before 
ji you. Ls. VV 5 
> Let your Unanimity alſo be teſtified by 
| your purſuing your deſign with one heart and 
one ſoul, carefully avoiding all beginnings and 
1 all occaſions of contention amongſt your 
ſelves, and utterly baniſhing all Names of 
Diſtinction from among you. "—a— 
0 We live in an age, wherein diviſions a- 
1 bound, and that not only between perſons of 
MW different perſuaſions in Religion, but even 
. = between thoſe of the ſame Communion. The 


deſign which we are here purſuing has a natu- 
ral tendency to unite the ſerious. and pious of 
different perſuaſions amongſt us, namely, the 
teaching the avowed Principles of our com- 
mon Chriſtianity, together with the practice 
of Piety and Virtue in the unqueſtionable in- 
ſtances thereof. And I know. nothing more 
likely to unite us, than the zealous Proſecu- 
tion of ſuch a deſign; as at the ſame time 
nothing could ſo effectually and certainly de- 
feat our endeavours in this caſe, as the e- 
ſpouſing or promoting any particular Party or 


* 


Let ee therefore no manner of con- 
tention found amongſt you, unleſs it be, who 
ſhall moſt zealouſſy and ſteadily proſecute 
the deſign in which you are engaged, in me- 

. h thods 
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thods thorowly approvd by all. Beware of 
any thing that may look like Innovation, of 
any thing that may give the leaſt juſt offence or- 
jealouſie to any wiſe or good Chriſtian, Ob- 
lige thoſe, to whom you commit the care 
of the children, to adhere ſtrictly to that Me- 
thod of Inſtruction in the principles of Reli-* 
gion which our Church hath preſcribed in 
her plain, ſhort and excellent Catechiſm, 
adding nothing thereto, unleſs it be ſome 
known and approvd Expoſition thereof; 
that they be made to underſtand the Nature 
and Obligation of their baptiſmal Vow, 
that they may know the Articles of the chri- . 
ſtian Faith as compriſed in the Apoſtles 
Creed; that they may learn their duty to- 
wards God and towards their Neighbour as 
taught in the ten Commandments, explain d 
| after the tenor of our Saviour's Goſpel; that 
they may be taught to pray, as our Lord 
taught his Diſciples; that they may be in- 
ſtructed in the Nature and Uſe of the two Sa- 
craments inſtituted by our Saviour; and final- 
ly, as the reſult of this knowledge, that they 
may be early initiated in the practice of all 
thoſe duties which make up a ſober, righteous 
and godly Life, ea „ 2999 6 


3. But this leads me to conclude all with 
a ſhort and ſerious addreſs to thoſe who are 
E Kage (OP e 1 1 imme 18 
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immediately imployed in the education of 
theſe Children, the Maſters and Miſtreſſes of 
e Chatity- Schools. ttt 
All that I ſhall ſay to you is, that thoſe. 
worthy Perſons who employ you do reaſon- 
ably expect; nay God himſelf, to whom you 
-muſt give an account of the management 
of your truſt, doth expect, both that you 
ſhould your ſelves give an Example of all 
manner of Piety and Virtue, and that you 
ſhould apply your ſelves with much diligence 
and prudence to the forming the tempers 
and manners of the children committed to 
| your care, as well as to the informin 
their underſtandings, attending your . buſinefs 
not as thoſe that would pleaſe men only, but 
would approve your ſelves in the ſight of 
God. Teach them to be modeſt and hum- 
ble, diligent and induſtrious, and above all 
perfectly true and juſt both in word and deed. 
Inſinuate into them a ſenſe of almighty God, 
and the apprehenſion of a future life. En? 
deavour to awaken their conſciences in theſe 
their tender Years, that they may act upon 
Principles all the days of their lives. Give 
them an early value for their Bibles, that they 
may ever look upon them as containing the 
great Rule of their Faith and Practice; that 
i | | Wich 
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Which they ſhall-be-judged: In a word; ma- 


nage ſchemas Parents Yhould de, (for you 

ate in the place of Parents to them,) with 
that Prudence chat may engage them both 
to feat ande love you, as being \onviac'd-by 
your: behaviour towards them, that you haye 
no other deſign but to promote their tempo- 
ral and ſpiritual welfare. Vou are well em- 
ployed, engaged in an excellent Work, high- 
ly acceptable to God, and uſeful to the 
World, if managed as it ought to be; and if 
you do your part with fidelity and diligence, 

beſides the preſent ſmall recompence which 
you receive for your pains, you will enjoy 

the ſatisfaction of a good Conſcience, from a 
ſenſe of having done your . duty; you will 
very often have the pleaſure of obſerving the 


good Effects of your care in the towardlineſs 


and the improvement of your Charge; and 


you will finally receive a full recompence from 


— 


God at the great day of account. 


May almighty God continue to proſper this 


Work; may he ſhour down his Bleſſings abundant- 


h both ſpiritual and temporal upon all that are 
. heartily engaged in it; may he bleſs theſe Children, 
and give them grace always to remember the Obli- 

gations they are laid under by this kind diſpenſation of = 
his Providence towards them; may he by the 
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grace 


. 


3 = 
grace of his boly Spirit condułt us all in the paths 
of Wiſdom, | ety and . irtue, till be Ve 


brought us to his heavenly Kingdom, through Je 18. 
_ Chriſt our Lord, to whom, with the Father an, 
the Eternal Spirit, our great Creator, Redeemer | 
and Santtifier, be aſcribed all praiſe and glory. now | 
and for ever. Amen, A ons 


